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“What an incredible advantage would be if in all

branches of science there were only a few but

excellent articles”

A. Schopenhauer



• PAPER SPLITTING

• SALAMI SLICING

• LEAST PUBLISHABLE 

UNIT (LPU)



A study of malignant lymphomas 
and leukemias

I. Cancer 13: 513, 1960
II. Cancer 13: 520, 1960
III. Cancer 14: 21, 1961
IV. Cancer 14: 30, 1961
V. Cancer 15: 869, 1962
VI. Cancer 15: 882, 1962
VII. Cancer 17: 277, 1964
VIII. ASC/CAP, 1963
IX. Am J Pathol 44: 35a, 1964
X. Am J Clin Pathol 42: 517, 1964



Henry Rappaport



Kostich & Rappaport (1965)





•Number of publications

•Journal of publication



“If we do not consistently take the trouble to judge authors 
by the content of their best papers rather than the number 
and location of those papers, the direction of science will
come to be determined, however unintentionally, by a bunch
of administrators and an editorial èlite. We shall have only
ourselves to blame”

J. Davies (Nature, 2003)





During the interview, Tizard asked me “How

many papers have you written?”

“About ten to fifteen, I suppose”, I 

replied,somewhat injudiciously.

“That‟s much too many, Medawar,             

he snapped at me, “much too many”





“When we take up our pens to write a scientific 

article, let us bear in mind that it will probably 

be read by people who are too busy to waste 

time reading things they already know”

S. Ramón y Cajal



“rhetorical flatulence”  



RULES FOR WRITING
A SCIENTIFIC PAPER

(Mr Billings, Washington librarian)

(1) Have something to say

(2) Say it

(3) Stop once you said it

(4) Give the article a suitable title 
and order of presentation





• What is the problem ?

• How was it studied ?

• What where the findings ?

• What does it mean ?



RESULTS.-

The results are shown in Table 1.



“Upon awakening, the dinosaur

was still there”. 

Augusto Monterroso



MORIBUND METAPHORS,

EUPHEMISMS AND

UNINTENTIONAL HUMOR



… vanishingly rare …

… it is tempting to assume …

… exquisite …

… decorating …



WHAT IS WRITTEN & WHAT IS MEANT

“It has long been known …”

I have not bothered to look up the original reference

“Three of the cases were chosen for further 
evaluation”

The others did not make any sense, so I threw 
them out

“These results will be reported at a later date”

Forget that one, baby !

“It is believed that …”

I think …



“It is generally believed that …”

A couple of other guys think so too

“It is clear that much additional work is required 
before achieving a complete understanding”
I sure did not understand a thing

“It is hoped that this work will stimulate further 
work in the field”

I hope that somebody smart picks up the subject 
and figures out what the hell is going on.



“235 patients were studied, 

broken down by sex”



“A large mass of literature has 
accumulated on the cell membranes 
of red blood cells”.







“The specialist who is trained but uneducated,

technically skilled but culturally incompetent,

is a menace”

David B. Truman
Dean, Columbia College



TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS           

(“TYPOS”)







SEVENTH COMMANDMENT:

Thou shall not commit adultery

English Bible (1631)



SEVENTH COMMANDMENT:

Thou shall commit adultery

English Bible (1631)



THE ROYAL “WE”



“The use of “we” by a single author 

is outrageously pedantic”

R.A. Day





Xeroderma pigmentosum mihi

M. Kaposi



STYLE



“The style of our work should be genuine, sober, simple

and free of affectation, and it should reveal a 

preoccupation for order and clarity. Undue emphasis,

oratory, and hyperbole should never enter into purely

scientific writing”

S. Ramón y Cajal



"The  stability of our civilisations, the despair 
of those who wish to change this world, rests 
upon the moulding of our ways of thought
and modes of behaviour into set patterns,
dependent upon the past experiences of the
individual in his environment of home,
school, and community life” 

J D Hicks (1954)



"The  stability of our civilisations, the despair 
of those who wish to change this world, rests 
upon the moulding of our ways of thought
and modes of behaviour into set patterns,
dependent upon the past experiences of the
individual in his environment of home,
school, and community life” 

J D Hicks (1954)

J Pathol Bacteriol 67; 151, 1954



“There is no form of prose more difficult to 

understand and more tedious to read than the 

average scientific paper”

Francis Crick (1994)



“The contention that the tumours are not
epithelial, but either „synoviomas‟ or 
„angioblastomas‟ is inadmissible; all of the 
eight examples which I have examined,like 
many of the reported cases, were plainly
epithelial”

R. Willis (1967)



“ The name „neurogenic sarcoma‟ was introduced 
by the late James Ewing and publicized by 
Quick and Cutler and Stewart and Copeland of 
the Memorial Hospital.

It is to be deplored that such a careful 
observer as Shields Warren has expressed the 
opinion that the neurogenic sarcoma is an entity 
that can be recognized”

A. P. Stout (1948)



ABBREVIATIONS



PSUMP

STUMP

GIST

WHAFFT

SETTLE

CASTLE 



PAPILLARY MICROCARCINOMA

PAPILLARY MICROTUMOR



PAPILLARY MICROCARCINOMA

PAPILLARY MICROTUMOR

PMT



PAPILLARY MICROCARCINOMA

PAPILLARY MICROTUMOR

PMT

PREMENSTRUAL TENSION



PAPILLARY MICROCARCINOMA

PAPILLARY MICROTUMOR

PMiT



• Electron Microscopic Features



• Electron Microscopic Features =

• EM Features



• EM Features =

• Electromagnetic Features





THE PAPER‟S TITLE





“Did you read that paper in Nature on 

ribosome structure?”

“Yes, I read that paper, but I haven‟t 

finished the title yet”.



• TITLE: 1,000

• ABSTRACT: 100

• WHOLE PAPER: 1



THE AUTHORS





Please call me Dev







Veterans Administration Hospital, 

St. Louis, Missouri



Veterans Administration Hospital, 

St. Louis, Missouri

JOHN COCHRAN



Veterans Administration Hospital, 
St. Louis, Missouri

JOHN COCHRAN

John Cochran Veterans 
Administration Hospital, St. Louis, 

Missouri



WILLIAM OBER



WILLIAM B. OBER

• GHON BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

• FRIEDRICK ZHAN: WHAT IS MY 
LINE?

• EMIL ZUCKERKANDL AND HIS 
DELIGHTFUL LITTLE ORGAN

• BOTTOMS UP ! 



Pathol Annu 16 [Pt.1]: 1-13, 1981.



Tautology:  Needless repetition of  an idea, statement or word



GOLD MEDAL OF THE 

MECONIUM SOCIETY



“CHE‟ SCIAGURA !”

Voltaire: CANDID
Chapter 11: The history of the 

old woman 



21 authors





“No more than one author per 

patient in a clinical paper, … 

and no more than one author per

mouse in an experimental paper”











THE INFLATION 

OF RESULTS



XXXX AS A PREDICTOR OF 
METASTATIC POTENTIAL IN 

MALIGNANT MELANOMA

A retrospective study of 188 cases 
with up to 12 years follow-up 



CASES OF MELANOMA IN FILE          188 
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- 52 melanomas in radial growth phase       102

- 7 thin melanomas in vertical growth phase  95

- 4 special melanoma types                     91

- 3 cases technically inadequate               88

- 13 cases with follow-up not available       75

- 24 cases with “incomplete” follow-up        51
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XXXX AS A PREDICTOR OF 
METASTATIC POTENTIAL IN 

MALIGNANT MELANOMA

A retrospective study of 188 cases 
with up to 12 years follow-up 

51







“33.3% of the mice were cured by the test drug;

33.3% were unaffected by the drug;

the third mouse got away”



FOOTNOTES







Reverend John Hodgson‟s

HISTORY OF NORTHUMBERLAND

It contains a footnote 265 pages long





“Having to interrupt an enjoyable 
reading to go down to a footnote is 
like having sex on the third floor of 
your house and having to interrupt 
it to go down to see who is ringing 
the bell”

Joseph Epstein



REFERENCES







“I have seen two cases in Norway, one in a female

many years ago of whose case I have no notes”

“A typical case was presented at a dermatological

congress in London (1896), but I do not know by

whom”
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NELSON‟S TEXTBOOK OF 
PEDIATRICS

7th Edition (1959)

INDEX:

Birds, for the, 1-1413



BOOK REVIEWS &

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR





“The covers of this book 

are too far apart”

Ambrose Bierce









“American science has been vitiated by too much 

politeness…

Conciliatory smoothness is the life blood of diplomacy;

it is the death of science”.

Editorial, Am J Physiol (1983)







AUTHOR 

VERSUS 

EDITOR & PUBLISHER



“… the tumor cells burro deeply into the

dermis …”

A “burro” is an ass;

A “burrow” is a hole in the ground;

One really should know the difference



“This article is both good and original”.

“Unfortunately the part that is good 

is not original, and the part that is

original is not good”.



Dear Contributor: We are returning 
your manuscript. 
It does not suit our present needs.

P.S.: We note that you sent your 
paper by first class mail. Please be 
aware that junk mail may be sent third 
class.



“Thank you for submitting your paper to

your journal. We regret that it does not 

suit our present needs”.

To save time, we are enclosing two 

rejection slips.

One is for this article, and one for the next

one you will be sending us”.



“We are happy to accept your superbly written 

paper for publication in the journal.

But tell me, who wrote it for you?”



“ I am so happy that you found my paper 

acceptable, but tell me: who read it to you?”



“I am reading your article in the smaller room

of my house. Right now the article is in front

of me. In a few minutes it will be behind me”.





Muchas gracias por 
vuestra atenciòn


